The white coat, the definitive symbol of the doctor, has been under assault in recent years. For physicians, white became the new black towards the end of the 19th century, reflecting a new emphasis on cleanliness and antisepsis. Nursing uniforms followed suit as did those of religious orders tending to the sick. Twenty years ago, a medical student or junior doctor would have been chided on the ward for forgetting their white coat. In the new millennium they are likely to be harassed for wearing one

If the white coat has an uncertain future, what is to become of the pocket-sized handbook of emergency medicine? Undeterred, Ratib and colleagues have written a handbook of emergency cardiology aimed at junior doctors, cardiology trainees and emergency department staff. It fits perfectly in a white coat pocket

It opens with a list of abbreviations. Eleven chapters cover the range of inpatient cardiology: resuscitation, acute coronary syndromes, arrhythmias, infective endocarditis, cardiac trauma and more. It goes well beyond emergency cardiology; indeed the inexperienced cardiology trainee would be well-equipped to deal competently with most inpatient scenarios with the help of this book. Of particular value are the appendices: intravenous cardiac drugs, reference ranges for investigations and relevant web addresses. Tables list causes of (for example) ventricular fibrillation and hypertension and summarise clinical scoring algorithms. The 2010 changes to ALS guidelines are not included reflecting the limitation of all printed textbooks -- the inability to stay current

Fans of The *Apprentice* will be aware of USP's (unique selling points). The stated USP of this handbook is that it is evidence-based. This could be a problem. Several times a year, long-standing dogmas in cardiology are disproved. It has been proposed recently that CPR may be harmful in out-of-hospital ventricular fibrillation. We don't know. Only a few emergency interventions derive from published evidence. Perhaps "The Practical Guide to Inpatient Cardiology"? The USP: it fits in your white coat pocket!
